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[bookmark: _Toc85806781]Introduction and Background of the Research
[bookmark: _Toc85806782]Importance of the Subject
	Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) can be described as a neurodevelopmental disorder that can be characterised by persistent deficits in social interactions and communication (Lord et al., 2018). This also includes the display of restricted and repetitive activities, interests, and behaviours. The symptoms associated with this disorder tend to become more apparent during the early periods of childhood and they also impair the day-to-day functioning of the people (mostly children) who are diagnosed with ASD (Campisi et al., 2018). Moreover, authors like Barbaro and Halder (2016) and Booth and Happé (2018) have also stated that ASD is one of the most common neurodevelopment disorders that tends to adversely impact children, and in the past few years, there has also been a significant increase in the number of children who are diagnosed with this disorder globally.
The current study will be conducted to analyse the role of school psychologists in order to assess the type of intervention techniques that they use in regular education classrooms. In this regard, the study will try to analyse how school psychologists are meeting the educational needs of those children who are diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders (ASDs). For this purpose, the study has also been carried out under the inclusive school settings of Saudi Arabia where it has tried to examine the roles, imperatives, as well as effectiveness of the intervention techniques that are utilised by school psychologists in reducing ASD.
The reason why conducting this study has been considered important is linked with the fact that in Saudi Arabia, the number of children who are diagnosed with ASD is rising within the different cities of the countries. For instance, according to the study of Sabbagh et al. (2021), the prevalence of ASD in Jeddah was found to be around 2.618 per 1000 children. Whereas, in Makkah, the prevalence of ASD was noted to be around 3.68 per 1000 children. Moreover, the study of Sabbagh et al. (2021) also indicated that severe autism spectrum disorder among the children of Saudi Arabia has a significant relationship with the family history of having ASD.
From this postulation, it can be inferred that the prevalence of this disorder can further increase in Saudi Arabia in the future. This, in turn, will make it imperative for the educational institutes (i.e., schools) of the country to further rely on school psychologists in order to appropriately meet the educational needs of the children who are diagnosed with this disorder (Alshaigi et al., 2020). Thus, the study will look into the roles that school psychologists can play in terms of delivering appropriate interventions (such as evidence-based practices) under inclusive classrooms of the educational institutes of Saudi Arabia. Moreover, it will also analyse how these interventions can enhance the outcomes of children/students with ASD, as well as their lives effectively.
[bookmark: _Toc85806783]Purpose of the Study
As stated earlier, the purpose of the current research will be based on providing the educational institutes (i.e., schools) of Saudi Arabia with information about the right intervention strategies that they can use with the help of school psychologists for children with ASDs under the inclusive classroom settings. In this regard, the study will also focus on accomplishing the following research objectives:
· To assess the effectiveness of the intervention strategies related to managing disruptive behaviours of children with ASD under inclusive school settings.
· To analyse the role of school psychologists in promoting the academic competencies of children with ASD within the inclusive school settings of Saudi Arabia.
· To examine the strategies that school psychologists in Saudi Arabia can use for encouraging and facilitating the social integration and acceptance of children with ASD.
[bookmark: _Toc85806784]Importance of the Research Area and Contribution of the Study
Since the thesis will focus on identifying and assessing the appropriate intervention techniques that school psychologists can use to enhance the learning experience and lives of the children with ASD under inclusive school settings of Saudi Arabia, its findings will be highly important under the field of inclusive education. This is because the study will help in highlighting the effectiveness of these intervention techniques (that can include behavioural interventions, use of schedules and visual cues, rearrangement of the physical setting of the classroom, modification under daily schedules, as well as other evidence-based practices) that could be utilised by the schools of Saudi Arabia by taking the help of school psychologists (Alnemary et al., 2017; Watkins et al., 2017).
This, as a result, will give an opportunity to these schools in promoting the use of the most effective techniques under their inclusive classroom settings, which would also help them to meet the growing educational needs of the children in the country who are getting diagnosed with ASD (Alhossein, 2021). Thus, it can be stated that the findings of this research will contribute to the existing body of literature by identifying the best practices related to enhancing the learning experience of students with ASD under the context of Saudi Arabia.
[bookmark: _Toc85806785]Methods
To carry out this research, a qualitative methodology will be utilised for conducting the analyses and providing appropriate inferences in order to accomplish the objectives of the study. Qualitative research can be described as a process associated with conducting a naturalistic inquiry that focuses on seeking a detailed understanding of social phenomena under their natural setting (Aspers & Corte, 2019). Moreover, rather than understanding the “what” of the social phenomena, this methodology focuses on the “why” for which it tends to rely on the direct experiences of the human beings (or research participants) as meaning-making agents within their day-to-day lives (Merriam & Grenier, 2019).
The reason why this methodology will be used for conducting the current research is linked with its benefits in terms of helping the researcher to obtain detailed information from the research participants (that will mostly comprise school psychologists) with regard to the strategies or interventions that they commonly utilise to help children with ASD under inclusive schools (Van Schalkwyk & Dewinter, 2020). This will also help the researcher in understanding why school psychologists utilise these interventions and what role they play in improving both the learning experience, as well as the lives of these children who are studying in inclusive school settings in Saudi Arabia.
[bookmark: _Toc85806786]Selection of the Research Participants
As stated earlier, the research participants of this study will mostly comprise school psychologists who are using different types of interventions for addressing the needs of children with ASD in the schools of Saudi Arabia. In order to select these research participants, the convenience sampling technique will be utilised under the current study where the researcher tries to collect data for the study from those research participants who are found to be convenient to approach and select in the sample of the study (Etikan et al., 2016).
The reason why this technique will be used for selecting the research participants under the sample of this thesis is mainly linked with the Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting difficulties in terms of collecting the research data due to the need to maintain social distancing (Padala et al., 2020). Thus, by using this technique, 8 research participants (i.e., school psychologists) will be selected within the sample of this study.
[bookmark: _Toc85806787]Data Collection
In order to collect the data from the selected research participants for this study, interviews will be conducted that will mostly comprise open-ended questions (Mann, 2016). These questions will be primarily asked to gain information about the role that the school psychologists are playing in terms of facilitating children with ASD under the inclusive classroom setting (Haimour & Obaidat, 2013). These questions that will be asked from the research participants (i.e., school psychologists) during the interview will also help in attaining detailed information about the type of interventions or strategies that they might be utilising to manage the disruptive behaviours of the students with ASD. This also includes the techniques that these psychologists might be using to promote and develop academic competencies and facilitate the social integration of children with ASD effectively in order to improve their lives.
[bookmark: _Toc85806788]Analysis of the Data
For analysing the collected qualitative data, the thematic analysis technique will be utilised under the research. This technique is often used for studying the set of texts from the transcripts of the interview and it assists the researcher in identifying, assessing, as well as interpreting the patterns of meaning that are found to be present within the qualitative data of the research (Neuendorf, 2018). Thus, by utilising this technique to find common patterns of meaning under the transcripts of the interview, relevant themes will be developed in the current study (Vaismoradi et al., 2016). This, in turn, will further help in examining and understanding the role of school psychologists in terms of facilitating students with ASD under inclusive classroom settings. Moreover, it will also help in identifying and assessing the effectiveness of the intervention techniques that these psychologists might be using to promote learning, facilitate social integration, and manage the disruptive behaviours of children with ASD in Saudi Arabia.
[bookmark: _Toc85806789]Timetable
The analyses, as well as the write-up of this thesis, will try to be completed within two months period. Moreover, in order to provide the details of the activities (as well as their duration) that will be carried out for completing this research, a Gantt chart has also been provided below in order to highlight the entire timetable of this study.
Figure 1: Gantt Chart
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